Internet Resources for the Kent State Shootings by Simpson, Craig S.
Volume 38 | Number 1 Article 6
7-1-2010
Internet Resources for the Kent State Shootings
Craig S. Simpson
Kent State University, craig.simpson@sjsu.edu
Follow this and additional works at: https://lib.dr.iastate.edu/macnewsletter
Part of the Archival Science Commons
This Archival Resources on the Web is brought to you for free and open access by Iowa State University Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in MAC Newsletter by an authorized editor of Iowa State University Digital Repository. For more information, please contact
digirep@iastate.edu.
Recommended Citation
Simpson, Craig S. (2010) "Internet Resources for the Kent State Shootings," MAC Newsletter: Vol. 38 : No. 1 , Article 6.
Available at: https://lib.dr.iastate.edu/macnewsletter/vol38/iss1/6
22				 MAC Newsletter  •  July	2010
Archival Resources on the Web—Adam Groves, Assistant Editor, 
Illinois Fire Service Institute
Contact Adam Groves at agroves@uiuc.edu if you would like to guest-author a column or have a good idea to share.
Internet Resources for the Kent State Shootings 
By Craig S. Simpson, Special Collections Librarian, Kent State University
On	May	4,	1970,	a	confrontation	on	the	Kent	State	Uni-
versity	(KSU)	campus	between	Vietnam	War	protesters	
and	the	Ohio	National	Guard	turned	tragic	when	armed	
guardsmen	fired	into	a	crowd	of	KSU	students,	leaving	
four	 dead	 and	 nine	wounded.	Although	 conventional	
wisdom	at	the	time	believed	such	a	tragedy	to	be	inevitable,	
few	expected	that	it	would	happen	on	a	relatively	serene	
campus	in	a	small	Ohio	town.	For	forty	years,	“Why	Kent	
State?”	has	been	a	question	with	 a	plethora	of	possible	
answers,	and	for	researchers	it	is	a	subject	that	has	revealed	
numerous	complexities.	It	is	also	a	subject	that	continues	
to	generate	considerable	popular	interest	and	information	
in	 the	digital	 realm.	Here	are	 some	of	 the	best	on-line	
resources	documenting	the	Kent	State	shootings.
The	May	 4	Collection	 at	 the	Kent	 State	University	
Special	Collections	and	Archives,	http://www.library.kent	
.edu/page/11247/,	contains	more	than	300	cubic	feet	of	
archival	materials	described	in	numerous	on-line	finding	
aids.	Users	can	either	browse	by	the	collection	contents	or	
peruse	the	subject	index	to	find	descriptive	information	
for	court	documents,	faculty	and	administrative	records,	
correspondence,	newspaper	clippings,	sound	recordings,	
poetry,	scholarly	articles,	art	works,	and	other	materials	
pertaining	to	the	shootings.	The	collection	also	houses	
digital	 photographs.	Of	 particular	 note	 are	 images	 in	
the	University	News	Service	Photographs	series,	http://
speccoll.library.kent.edu/4may70/box28/28.html,	many	
of	which	date	May	1–4,	1970.	Other	noteworthy	digital	
images	can	be	 found	 in	 the	Chuck	Ayers	Photographs,	
the	Howard	Ruffner	Photographs,	 and	 the	Ohio	State	
Highway	Patrol	Photographs.	Researchers	 should	note,	
however,	that	the	KSU	Special	Collections	and	Archives	
does	not	own	the	copyright	for	all	of	these	photos,	and	
should	be	contacted	in	advance	for	any	inquiries	regarding	
visual	reproduction.	
For	 six	 years	 I	 have	 headed the	Kent	 State	 Shootings	
Oral	History	Project,	a	collection	of	approximately	120	
oral	history	 interviews	for	which	the	full	audio	record-
ings	 and	 transcripts	 are	 available	 on-line,	 http://www	
.library.kent.edu/page/13894/.	What	began	primarily	as	a	
commemoration-based	project	in	1990	has	more	recently	
acquired	a	more	varied	range	of	interviews,	from	university	
alumni,	 faculty,	and	administration	to	citizens	of	Kent	
and	members	of	the	Ohio	National	Guard.	To	access	the	
oral	histories,	users	can	utilize	the	basic	search	function	to	
perform	a	key	word	search	of	the	collection,	or	they	can	
browse	by	subject,	narrator,	or	narrators’	roles,	the	last	of	
which	describes	the	individual	narrator’s	relationship	to	
the	Kent	State	shootings.
Incidentally,	“Kent	State	Shootings”	is	the	term	researchers	
can	utilize	to	conduct	a	subject	search	for	the	more	than	
300	books	about	May	4	that	are	cataloged	in	KentLINK,	
http://kentlink.kent.edu/search/?searchtype=d&searcharg
=kent%20state%20shootings.	It	was	only	a	few	years	ago	
that	my	colleague	Kate	Medicus,	KSU	Special	Collections	
cataloger	and	MAC	member,	successfully	petitioned	the	
Library	of	Congress	to	change	its	subject	heading	from	
“Kent	State–Riot”	to	“Kent	State	Shootings,	Kent,	Ohio,	
1970.”	Some	of	these	books	are	available	via	interlibrary	
loan,	while	others	do	not	circulate	and	are	available	only	
in	the	Special	Collections	reading	room.
Kent	 State	 is	 not	 the	 only	 source	 for	May	 4–related	
materials	 that	 are	 accessible	 on	 the	World	Wide	Web.	
For	example,	a	number	of	Ohio	institutions	have	scanned	
original	materials	related	to	the	shootings	and	provided	
access	to	them	via	the	Ohio	Memory	Project,	http://www	
.ohiomemory.org/,	an	on-line	repository	that	was	created	as	
a	collaborative	project	between	the	Ohio	Historical	Society	
and	the	State	Library	of	Ohio.	Ohio	Memory	Project	users	
who	browse	by	the	subject	phrase	“Kent	State	University	
Riot,	1970	(May	4)”	can	view	digitized	photographs	and	
newspaper	clippings	that	document	the	reactions	to	the	
tragedy	from	throughout	the	state.	The	on-line	repository	
also	provides	access	to	scanned	interview	records	from	the	
Ohio	State	Highway	Patrol	investigation	into	the	shoot-
ings,	 as	well	 as	 digitized	 letters	 that	President	Richard	
Nixon	sent	to	Kent	State	University	president	Robert	I.	
White	during	summer	and	fall	1970.
Looking	beyond	Ohio’s	borders,	researchers	can	peruse	
the	finding	aids	for	the	archival	materials	housed	in	the	
Kent	 State	Collection	 at	 the	 Yale	University	 Library	
Manuscripts	 and	Archives	 by	 using	 the	 Yale	 Finding	
Aid	Database	 tool,	 http://drs.library.yale.edu:8083/
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fedoragsearch/rest/.	Yale’s	Kent	State	Collection	contains	
the	personal	papers	of	former	KSU	faculty	members	Peter	
Davies,	 Bill	Gordon,	 and	 Paul	Keane,	which	 include	
correspondence,	photographs,	films	and	tapes,	and	legal	
records.	By	searching	the	database,	researchers	can	also	
access	the	findings	aids	for	the	ACLU	of	Ohio	Kent	State	
Project	Records	Collection,	which	contains	records	that	
document	preparation	for	the	retrial	of	Krause v. Rhodes,	
the	civil	trial	between	families	of	the	victims	and	Ohio	
governor	James	Rhodes.
The	Kent	 State	 shootings	 understandably	 had	 a	 great	
impact	on	college	students	throughout	the	United	States,	
and	 the	University	 of	Washington’s	Vietnam	War	Era	
Ephemera	Collection,	http://content.lib.washington.edu/
protestsweb/index.html,	documents	a	few	examples	of	how	
students	reacted	to	the	tragedy.	The	collection,	accessible	
on-line	 via	CONTENTdm,	 contains	 scanned	 images	
detailing	 the	 history	 of	 protest	movements	 during	 the	
1960s	and	1970s,	including	original	flyers	and	handouts	
from	1970	and	1971	that	directly	respond	to	or	reference	
the	Kent	State	shootings.
Men	and	women	who	were	college	students	at	the	time	
of	 the	Kent	 State	 shootings	 are	 still	 affected	 by	 and	
inspired	 by	 the	 incident,	 and	 some	have	 responded	 to	
and	memorialized	the	tragedy	with	their	own	Web	sites.	
J.	Gregory	Payne	of	Emerson	College,	who	has	studied	
the	shootings	for	forty	years,	created	the	May	4	Archive,	
http://www.may4archive.org/,	 to	 share	 original	 photo-
graphs	and	records	related	to	the	shootings,	along	with	
materials	documenting	various	memorials,	forums,	and	
retrospectives	about	the	incident	from	the	past	four	de-
cades.	Although	it	has	not	been	updated	for	several	years,	
and	is	more	political	than	academic	in	nature,	“Mike	and	
Kendra’s	May	4,	1970	Web	Site,” http://www.may41970	
.com/,	 is	 notable	 for	 presenting	 rare	 color	 photographs	
of	the	shootings,	as	well	as	transcripts	of	speeches	from	
various	commemorative	events	held	on	the	KSU	campus	
since	1970.
Finally,	 a	May	 4	 “Infography,”	 http://www.infography	
.com/content/273296814539.html,	 points	 users	 to	 nu-
merous	print	 and	on-line	 sources	 about	 the	Kent	State	
shootings,	 including	 the	 FBI’s	 official	 report	 on	 the	
incident,	http://foia.fbi.gov/foiaindex/kentstat.htm.	The	
report,	released	through	the	Freedom	of	Information	Act,	
is	divided	into	22	separate	downloadable	PDF	files.
